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SUBJ: NEW REGULATIONS ON MILITARY PROMOTION AND 
RETIREMENT POSE ADDITIONAL THREAT TO STABILITY OP ARMED FORCES 

1. TWO NEW LEGISLATIVE DECREES ANNOUNCED EARLIER THIS 
WEEK SUBSTANTIALLY ALTER PREVIOUS REGULATIONS AND 
TRADITIONS GOVERNING PROMOTION AND RETIREMENT OP GREEK 
MILITARY OPPICERS. ESSENTIAL ELEMENTS PERMIT PROMOTION 
OP OPFICERS ACCORDING TO THEIR INDIVIDUAL MERIT 
"REGARDLESS OP TIME SPENT IN CURRENT RANK", AND RETIREMENT 
OP OPFICERS UPON RECOMMENDATION OF SENIOR COMMANDING 
OPFICERS IP THEY DISPLAY "IMPORTANT DEPICIENCIES OR 

LACK OP QUALIFICATIONS". ELIMINATION OF PRIOR SAFEGUARDS 
AND PREREQUISITES IN PROMOTION AND RETIREMENT PROCESSESS 
COMBINED WITH SUBJECTIVE NATURE OF NEW CRITERIA- 
WILL UNDOUBTEDLY OPERATE TO PURTHER REDUCE MORALE IN 
AN ALREADY SHAKEN MILITARY SECTOR. 

2. COMMENT: UNDER COLORATION OP LEGALITY AFPORDED IT 
BY THESE NEW REGULATIONS, GOG NOW HAS AT ITS DISPOSITION 
SET OF TOOLS TO PUT PRESSURE ON ARMED SERVICES TO 
CONPORM, PUNISH THOSE WHO DO NOT, PROMOTE THOSE WHO 
SEEM PROMISING ON THE BASIS OP ITS STANDARDS. WITH 
ARMED FORCES ALREADY FACTIONALIZED, NEAR TERM EPPECT 
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THESE DECREES COULD BE TO POLITICIZE ARMED PORCES 
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